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Justice League of America (JLA) – Some of the characters in the Justice League were in comic books in the late 1950’s.  They were rebranded as the Jusitce Leage of America (JLA) and first appeared in The Brave and the Bold #28 (February/March 1960), the League originally appeared with a line-up that included Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, Flash (Barry Allen), Green Lantern (Hal Jordan), Aquaman, and the Martian Manhunter.  
I was 11 years old when the JLA was formed.  A few years have gone by since then and both me and the JLA have survived and done well.  I have aged quite a bit since those days but notice that the League members don’t age.  I guess that’s one of the benefits of being a super hero.  Obviously I don’t fit into that category.  
I want us to spend some time this morning learning about some super heroes in the Kingdom of God.  The Apostle Paul and William Carey (no relation to Jim Carey and I doubt their personalities were similar either) were both amazing men who lived in different times and places but they have many similar life experiences.
 Psalm 11:7
“7 For the LORD is righteous, he loves justice; upright men (women) will see his face.”
Apostle Paul
Paul (Saul) was born an Israelite in 5 AD in Tarsus of Cilicia to strict Jewish parents.  His birth name was “Saul” which was changed by God to Paul.   He died a martyr in 66 AD.  (61 years of life)
 (
The date of Paul’s death is uncertain but this is one estimate.  What we do know is that he lived beyond 60 years of age.
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PAUL has been called the greatest Christian who ever lived.  He is Christianity's greatest missionary and leading theologian — the Jewish Pharisee and tentmaker from Tarsus who became the Apostle Paul. His influence on Christian thinking has been of utmost significance.

He was a great persecutor of early Christians until his Damascus Road Experience (around the year 36 AD when Paul would have been 31 years old) where he met Jesus Christ.    However, when he met Jesus on that life changing day his purpose became one of serving his Lord and Savior.  Never would he be the same man again.   

Paul carried his message about Jesus primarily to the Gentiles but we also know that he visited synagogues in every city he visited.  His focus was to the non-Jew but he just couldn’t keep from trying to bring his Jewish people to the Lord.  I believe that we can summarize Paul’s passion to preach the Good News about Jesus to Jew and Gentile is summarized in the following scriptures.  

Romans 15:20
“20 It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation.”
Romans 9:2-4
“2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel.” 
Paul was a trail blazer missionary.  He, more than any other person, helped turn the Jesus movement from a small Jewish sect, into a worldwide religion. Paul's writings dominate Christian thought. He wrote of a
1) Personal faith 
2) An intimate relationship with Jesus.
3) And through that faith, salvation.
An early Christian writing offers this description of Paul. "...a man small in size, bald-headed, bandy-legged, well built, with eyebrows meeting, rather long-nosed, full of grace." Paul — that's Latin for "small" — but his ministry took him across the Roman world, and his influence was anything but small.
Over the course his ministry we are certain that Paul took three major missionary journeys and he potentially did two more – but records are vague about those.  He sailed and walked his way across much of the ancient Roman Empire. He traveled 13,000 miles — that's the equivalent of half way around the world.  In his ministry he was whipped, ship wrecked, starved, stoned, imprisoned or persecuted along the way.  Wow!  What a journey Paul took.   

And add to that, he also wrote 13 Books of the New Testament and left us much of the written Word of God.  The Books he wrote are:
1. Romans
2. First Corinthians
3. Second Corinthians
4. Galatians
5. Ephesians
6. Philippians
7. Colossians
8. First Thessalonians
9. Second Thessalonians
10. First Timothy
11. Second Timothy
12. Titus
13. Philemon
I think the following scripture summarizes Paul’s life and martyrdom; a life which demonstrated trust in Jesus Christ.  Galatians 2:20  “20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”
William Carey 
William Carey (17 August 1761 – 9 June 1834) (73 years of life)
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William was an English Baptist missionary and a Reformed Baptist minister, known as the "Father of modern missions."[1] Carey was one of the founders of the Baptist Missionary Society. As a missionary in the Danish colony, Serampore, India, he translated the whole Bible into Bengali (1809) and the whole or part of it into 24 other languages or dialects.  Many of these languages had never been printed before.  He taught himself Greek, Hebrew, Dutch, French and Latin and several other Indo-European languages.  
At age 18 William made a profession of faith but was not baptized.  On 5 October 1783 (age 22), William Carey was baptized and became a lifelong Baptist.    
William wasn’t a handsome man.  Slight of stature, prematurely balding, and wearing an ill fitting wig, Carey made a distinctly unimpressive appearance. 
Though not a great public speaker, his concern for world conversion welled up in his soul to become a consuming passion. He began putting his thoughts into a remarkable book called, “An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to use means for the Conversion of the Heathen” (Leicester, 1792).   In his book he argued that
· Jesus' Great Commission applied to all Christians of all times, 
· He chastised fellow believers of his day for ignoring it.   
· This book proved to be the charter of the modern missionary movement and had vast impact upon two continents.  
On May 31, 1792, at ten in the morning, he addressed his fellow Baptists at a meeting in Nottingham.  Called the “deathless sermon” it provided a turning point in Baptist history.  Mission text books agree that it changed the world. Thousands, perhaps millions have read or quoted the two most remarkable phrases from it: 
1. "Expect great things from God;”
2. “ Attempt great things for God!"
As he saw it, this was his challenge for missionary work. It was a challenge for faith. 
As a result of that message and William’s earnest plea that something be done to reach the lost the “Baptist Missionary Society (BMS) was formed on October 2, 1792.  Carey, along with Dr. John Thomas, a Baptist physician, were appointed as the BMS’s first missionaries to India.  Thomas and Carey, his eldest son Felix, and his wife and daughter sailed from London aboard an English ship in April 1793. (Carey was 32 years old at this time.) 
Thomas and Carey had grossly underestimated what it would cost to live in India, and Carey's early years there were miserable. Regret set it: "I am in a strange land, no Christian friend, a large family, and nothing to supply their wants.  Well, I have God, and his Word is sure.  This is indeed the valley of the shadow of death to me.  But I rejoice that I am here notwithstanding; and God is here."
Finally some success came:
· In December 1800, after seven years of missionary labor, Carey baptized his first convert, Krishna Pal, 
· Two months later, he published his first Bengali New Testament.  
· Over the next 28 years, he and his pundits translated the entire Bible into India's six major languages and 209 other languages and dialects.  
By the time Carey died, he had spent 41 years in India without a furlough. His mission could count only some 700 converts in a nation of millions, but he had laid an impressive foundation of Bible translations, education, and social reform.  Today there are over 24 million Christians in India (2001 data - 2.4% of the population) with expectations that it could double by the next census (2011). 
His greatest legacy was in the worldwide missionary movement of the nineteenth century that he inspired. Missionaries like Adoniram Judson, Hudson Taylor, and David Livingstone, among thousands of others, were impressed not only by Carey's example, but by his words "Expect great things; attempt great things." 
Ultimately William left the mission field moving onto the college grounds. He lived a quiet life until his death in 1834, revising his Bengali Bible, preaching, and teaching students.
Conclusion: 
Heroes of the Faith – Apostle Paul and William Carey
1. Men of God, committed to His kingdom purposes.
2. Willing to sacrifice their all for their Lord.
3. Great missionaries who left generational impact upon mankind & Christianity.
4. Functioned on God’s strength, power and might and not on their own.
Two Take Aways
1. What great things are you expecting from God?
2. What great things are you attempting for God?
a. Personal life
b. Family life
c. Career or studies
d. Kingdom work
e. RHBC 
Closing Prayer	
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