Richmond Hill Baptist Church
July 24, 2011, Heroes of the Faith: Esther & Corrie Ten Boom
Prelude & Prayer Time
Call to Worship: Come People of the Risen King
Welcome:  Welcome to Richmond Hill.  It is good to see.  If you are a guest please fill out a Connect Card.  Let’s greet one another.
Sing: Great is Your Glory, My Saviour My God, Amazing Grace, My Jesus I Love 
Children’s Corner: 
Offering: I want to thank all of our SYC leaders for your sacrifice and investment in our youth.  You guys are awesome.  Our Kids’ Camps: Math, Basketball, & Soccer start on Tuesday.  Kids register if you have not.  Coaches meet tomorrow at 9 am with lunch to follow.  Let’s pray for our camp: Weather, Leaders, and the Kids.
Offertory: You are Good and Forgiving
Sermon: Heroes of the Faith: Esther & Corrie Ten Boom
Today we are starting a new series entitled: “Heroes of the Faith.”  
We like it when the good guys win and the bad guys lose.  We like it when the villains are defeated and the heroes win.   
Some of you are Justice League fans.  You enjoy reading the comic books and watching your favourite super heroes on TV.   

Let’s see how you do on a Justice League Trivia Quiz:

1.  How many members composed the original Justice League?
· 3

· 5

· 7

· 9


Answer: 7 (Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, Flash, Green Lantern, 





Aquaman, & the Martian Manhunter) 

2.  Who is the leader of the Justice League?

· The Flash

· Batman

· Superman

· Wonder Woman


Answer: Superman
3.  Which character has a powerful ring?

· Green Lantern

· Superman

· Batman

· The Martian Manhunter


Answer: Green Lantern
4.  Which character uses mace and has wings?

· The Green Lantern

· The Martian Manhunter

· Hawkgirl

· Superman


Answer: Hawkgirl

5.  Which character is super smart and feared by criminals?

· Superman

· The Green Lantern

· The Martian Manhunter

· Batman


Answer: Batman

6.  Which character hates Superman?

· Orm

· The Joker

· Lex Luther

· The Shade


Answer: Lex Luther

7.  Which character or characters wanted to take over Atlantis?

· The Shade
· Orm

· Copperhead

· The Old Ones


Answer: Orm

8. What is the most powerful of the Old Ones?
· Solomon Grundy

· Despero

· Grodd

· Ichthultu

Answer: Ichthultu

9.  Which character hates Batman?
· Ichthultu

· The Joker 

· Solomon Grundy

· Orm


Answer: The Joker

10.  Who is the fastest character?

· Batman

· The Flash

· Wonder Woman

· Hawkgirl


Answer: The Flash

Psalm 11:7: For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice; upright men (women) will see his face. 
Throughout the course of Christian history there have been those who have contended for the faith.  Those who have stepped up to fight for what is right.

Over the course of the next seven Sundays we will consider a Biblical and historical hero of the faith. 

This morning from Scripture we will consider Esther and from history we will consider Corrie Ten Boom.  
Esther 

She was the orphaned Jewish girl who went from being a captive of the Persian Empire to becoming its Queen and deliverer of the Jewish people.  
Profile of Esther: 

· Hadassah (Jewish name), Esther (Persian name meaning star) 
· Mordecai, her cousin, raised her as his own daughter
· She was beautiful, discerning, courageous, and faithful
Esther’s Story:

· The Persian King Xerxes (Ahasuerus) rules an empire from India to Ethiopia

· He throws a 6 month long party 
· Queen Vashiti is fired because she refuses to be paraded before the people

· Esther wins the beauty pageant and becomes the Queen

· Modecai saves the King by revealing a plot to kill him

· Haman is promoted to Prime Minister 
· Mordecai refuses to bow down to Haman

· Haman conspires to kill Mordecai and his people the Jews

· Haman has an a decree issued by Xerxes to annihilate all of the Jews
· Mordecai goes to Esther, his cousin and now queen for help
· He pleads for her to go before the King

· Esther reminds Mordecai that no one can come uninvited into the Kings Court
· Modecai: who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”
· Esther & Mordecai fast for three days looking to God for help

· Esther is willing to give up her life by informing the King of Haman’s plan
· Haman has some gallows built to hang Mordecai

· Xerxes, unable to sleep, has the book of records brought to him where he is reminded that Mordecai saved his life.
· Xerxes asks Haman, “what should be done for the man that I want to honour?”

· Haman: Parade this man in a royal robe on a royal horse around the city.
· Xerxes asks Haman to honour his enemy Mordecai throughout the city

· Esther request a meal with the King and her enemy Haman and she reveals the plot to kill the Jews.  

· Haman is hung

· Mordecai is honoured by the King
· Today the Jewish people celebrate the The Feast of Purim celebrating God’s Deliverance through his servants: Esther and Mordecai.  2 Heroes of the Faith.    
Video: One Night with the King (PG) 2006
Key Passage: Esther 4:12-16 ﻿
When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, ﻿13﻿ he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. ﻿14﻿ For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” ﻿15﻿ Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: ﻿16﻿ “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 
Esther is willing to make the sacrifice herself to save her people but she is not the hero in this story.  The other hero is her cousin Mordecai.  
Esther 10:3:
Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Xerxes, preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow Jews, because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews. 
Esther is our Bible hero today.  Now let me introduce you to another hero:
Corrie Ten Boom

A Christian Dutch Holocaust survivor whose family helped over 800 Jews escape the Nazis during World War II.  In 1970 she wrote a autobiography entitled, The Hiding Place, which was made into a film a few years later.    
Profile of Corrie: 

· Cornelia “Corrie” ten Boom 
· For one year she was knows as # 66730 (prison number)
· Her family lived in Haarlem, Netherlands.

· She had 2 sisters and 1 brother
· Her father, Casper, was a watch maker and owned his own business in his home.
The Story:
· In 1940 the Nazis invaded the Netherlands and placed restrictions on the people
· In 1942 the Boom family became active in the Dutch underground hiding Jewish refugees
· They built a secret room, called the Hiding Place, in their house. 
· It was located on the 2nd floor in Corie’s room to allow more time to hide in case of a raid. 
· It had a false wall, small trap door, and ventilation.  
· It was 30 inches deep and could hold up to 6 people standing at a time.  
· The Boom family helped over 800 Jews escape the Nazi regime.  
·  With the help of a Dutch informant the entire Boom family was arrested on February 28, 1944.
· Six people were hiding undetected in their house the day they were arrested.
· Corrie spent time in the Schevengen prison, Vught, and Ravensbruck Concentration Camps.  

· Her dad, Casper, and sister, Betsy, died in prison.

· Betsy before she died told Corrie: "There is no pit so deep that God's love is not deeper still." 
· Corrie was released on New Year's Eve of December 1944. 
· Corrie later learned that her release had been a clerical error. The women prisoners her age in the camp were killed the week following her release. She said, "God does not have problems. Only plans."
· Following her release she set up rehabilitation centres for concentration camp survivors and travelled the world teller her story and publisher 25 books, including The Hiding Place which became a Billy Graham movie.  

· Corrie was knighted by the Queen of the Netherlands in recognition of her work during the war, and a museum in the Dutch city of Haarlem is dedicated to her and her family.
· Israel honoured her by naming her Righteous Among the Nations
· She died on her 91st birthday, April 15, 1983, in Orange, California.
· Here is one of her books: Corrie Ten Booms: Prison Letters.

Prison Letters: last letter from Vught & the letter the to betrayer
YouTube: You Are My Hiding Place
Video: The Hiding Place (PG) 1975 
Both of our primary heroes today both happen to women.  They both had a role in rescuing the Jewish people and their families had a significant impact upon their life and mission.  They demonstrated great courage and faith in God.  

Heroes come in all shapes, sizes, genders, ages, and ability.  Even most unlikely can be great not because of their ability but because of their faith in God.  
Three Take Away’s
1.  Never underestimate a family of faith.
2.  Never underestimate God’s faithfulness.
3.  Never underestimate what God can do through you when you are willing to love in a sacrificial way.  
And who knows but that you have come to this place in life for such a time as this?”
Question: God in this time and place what would you have me do?
Prayer: God give me the courage and the faith to do as you wish. 

Response: I Will Rise
1. Spiritually Weak, No Power, You need to find a Hiding Place, Closet, Prayer

2. Silent about your faith, Perhaps God has brought you to this place in life for you to speak up and see the Good News and God deliver someone from their sin and captivity.

3. Captive that needs Freedom from.  
Postlude: Come People of the Risen King
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