Richmond Hill Baptist Church
July 31, 2011, Heroes of the Faith: James & George Muller
Prelude & Prayer Time
Call to Worship: How Can I Keep From Singing
Welcome:  Welcome to Richmond Hill.  It is good to see.  If you are a guest please fill out a Connect Card.  Let’s greet one another.
Sing: Everlasting God, I Will Follow, Fortress, Fortress, I Stand Amazed in the Presence 
Children’s Corner: 
Offering: Thanks to our Kid’s Camp Volunteers!

Offertory: Your Grace is Enough
Sermon: Heroes of the Faith: James & George Muller
Last Sunday we started a new series entitled: “Heroes of the Faith.”  
We like it when the good guys win and the bad guys lose.  We like it when the villains are defeated and the heroes win.   
Some of you are Super Hero junkies.  You have the comic books, movies, t-shirts, and the posters.  You know who you are. 

Let’s do an informal poll to see who your favourite Super Hero is:

1. Super Man

2. Wonder Woman

3. Spider Man

4. Bat Man 

5. The Incredible Hulk

Psalm 11:7: For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice; upright men (women) will see his face. 
Throughout the course of Christian history there have been those who have contended for the faith.  Those who have stepped up to fight for what is right.

Over the course of the next seven Sundays we will consider a Biblical and historical hero of the faith. 

Last Sunday we talked about Queen Esther & Corey Ten Boom.

Today we will consider James, from Scripture and George Muller from history.  
James 

James, the brother of Jesus, became one of the leaders of the early church.  He is the author of the Book of James in the New Testament.  This letter calls the church to action.  
Profile of James: 

· There are 5 men in the NT identified by the name James.
· This James the brother of Jesus.
· James was the oldest of Jesus 4 others brothers.  (Mark 3:1-3) 
· James was sceptical of Jesus and his ministry.  
· John 7:5: says - ﻿ For even his own brothers did not believe in him.
· This changed after Jesus after the resurrection when James saw Jesus.  

(1 Corinthians 15:7)
· After seeing his brother the resurrected Lord he became a strong believer and was numbered among the apostles in Jerusalem.
· James was in the house of Mary with the other disciples when Peter was released from prison.  The Lord instructed Peter to tell James and the others of his escape. 
· James helped the early church work through the struggle between the Jewish and Gentile believers.  
· Paul considered James to be a pillar in the church like Peter and John. (Galatians 2:9)
· James, the brother of Jesus, is the author of the NT letter that bears his name.
· The book of James is a call to action.  You can hardly read it sitting down.
· If James was your supervisor – more than likely he would say: “Don’t tell me about your accomplishments – show me!
Key Passages: 
James 1:22: Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  
James 1:27: Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 
James 2:8: If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 

James 2:26: As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
Ultimately James died for his faith - his faith in his brother.

According to the Jewish Historian, Josephus, the high priest, Anainus convened the Sanhedrin and brought before them a man called James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ, and certain others.  He accused them of having transgressed the law and delivered them up to be stoned to death. 

(Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, page 598).
George Muller
Johann Georg Ferdinand Müller (27 September 1805 – 10 March 1898), a Christian evangelist and Director of the Ashley Down orphanage in Bristol, England, cared for 10,024 orphans in his life.  He also established 117 schools which offered Christian education to over 120,000 children, many of them being orphans.  
He took seriously the admonition from James the brother of Jesus to:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 
Profile of George Muller: 

· He was born in England 1805.

· He did not grow up in a Christian home.

· He was known for being a liar and cheat and spent time in jail.

· He was saved in 1825 in a prayer meeting.

· He moved to Bristol in 1832 and started pastoring the same church for 66 years.

· He provided education for over 123,000 orphans in England.

· He personally housed and took care of 10,024 orphans establishing the first orphanage in Bristol.  He was called “the Father of Orphans.”
· He built 5 buildings that would each house 2,000 at a time.

· He humbly claimed that God answered 50,000 of his requests of which 30,000 were answered within an hour or a day.

· When there was no more food in the orphanage he would sit down at the table believing that God would provide never missing a meal.

· God provided over 75 millions pounds to financially support Muller’s Ministry which is the equivalent of 1.1 billion dollars.

· At the age of 70 he became a missionary traveling the around the globe 8 times going to 42 different countries speaking over 5,000 times to over 3 million people.

· George Muller read his Bible from beginning to end almost 200 times.  Lived to be 93 and was saved at the at age of 20.  He had 73 years of Bible reading.  He read the Bible through 2.5 times a year.    
YouTube: Adventures in History: George Muller
Two Take Away’s
1.  God’s word demands an active obedience.
2.  God’s command demands an active love.
Action Hero: Protagonist is working to overcome and Antagonist.

David & Barbara Wyman: Cochrane, Woman, Cocaine Reaction

Question: God what are you calling me to and who are you calling me to love?
Prayer: God give me the courage and the faith to do as you wish. 

Response: Jesus Loves Me
Postlude: 
Bulletin Notes: 
Heroes of the Faith

For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice; upright men (women) will see his face. 
Psalm 11:7
James 

James, the brother of Jesus, became one of the leaders of the early church.  He is the author of the Book of James in the New Testament.  This letter calls the church to action.  
Key Passages: 
James 1:22: Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  
James 1:27: Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 
James 2:8: If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”  you are doing right. 

James 2:26: As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
George Muller
Johann Georg Ferdinand Müller (27 September 1805 – 10 March 1898), a Christian evangelist and Director of the Ashley Down orphanage in Bristol, England, cared for 10,024 orphans in his life.  He also established 117 schools which offered Christian education to over 120,000 children, many of them being orphans.

YouTube: Adventures in History: George Muller
Two Take Away’s

1.  God’s word demands an active obedience.
2.  God’s command demands an active love.

Question: God what are you calling me to and who are you calling me to love?

Prayer: God give me the courage and the faith to do as you wish. 
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